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Remixing the Church – Doug Gay (London: SCM, 2011)  
One of my friends, Doug Gay, who is now the Principal of Trinity 
College, Glasgow, has written a book reflecting on his experience of 
church life over the years and how he thinks the church needs to 
adapt in order to emerge successfully into the new cultural and 
spiritual context in which we find ourselves. He uses five words to 
encapsulate his thoughts: auditing, retrieval, unbundling, 
supplementing and remixing. I shared this recently at the Kirk 
Session and was encouraged to share it more widely. What does 
Doug mean by those terms? 

Auditing:  while the term comes from accountancy, Doug means 
looking questioningly at our tradition to see what it contains – which, 
of course, also shows what it does not contain. Our audit will reflect 
the beneficial elements of our tradition, but also recognises that 
each generation has to test it and find out where the weaknesses 
and omissions are. 

Retrieval:  if we are going to address the lack and loss in our 
tradition we need to look around at the broader Christian tradition for 
habits and practices that would be helpful for us on our journey. How 
are we to do that? 

Unbundling:  we have often defined ourselves over against others. If 
they do something, like use liturgy and candles or sing chants, we 
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don’t do it. We bundle the practice with a particular theological 
outlook. However, with a more ecumenical outlook we can unbundle 
practice from theology, and utilise the practice for our own benefit 
with our own understanding of it. We may even find that some of the 
adopted practices are helpful in our mission to reach those who are 
searching spiritually. 

Supplementing:  essentially this is an updating of our practice. Not 
only do we need to draw from the wider Christian tradition, we need 
to learn from and engage with the times in which we live, adding 
new elements to the tradition as a church that is always reforming. 
Among the things he mentions is the role of the ‘laity’ and our use of 
technology. Supplementing is key to emerging. 

Remixing:  having garnered from the wider tradition and our 
contemporary situation, we need to assimilate these into our 
tradition – ‘own’ them for ourselves, born of the desire to be a church 
for our time and place, following Jesus and living out his Kingdom. 

Doug gives lots of detail along the way that I can’t reflect here, but I 
think that the basic ideas he proposes speak powerfully to us and 
what we need to do. The ‘Patterns of Shared Commitment’ noted 
below is one practical way of ‘remixing’ something drawn from the 
wider tradition that helps us on our pathway of discipleship. I 
encourage you to reflect on Doug’s thoughtful processes to see if 
you can think of something else we might include. 

 
Euan Joshua Theo Weir 
– born 9 October 2011  
It was with great joy that 
we heard of the birth of 
Euan Weir on 9th October. 
He weighed in at a sturdy 
9lb 4oz and you can see 
from the picture how 
proud and pleased his big 
sister Hannah is. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with Alison, David, 

Hannah and Euan at this very special Christmas for them as a 
family. 
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Sunday Morning Studies – Christmas to Easter  
This year our celebration of the birth of Jesus will be explored 
through the lens of Luke’s Gospel. Through until Easter, we will 
continue to follow Luke’s story of this special baby, seeing how, as a 
man, he called people to follow him, drawing them into God’s 
Kingdom. Luke is a great storyteller, so reading his Gospel over the 
coming weeks will not only be good preparation for our Sunday 
Studies, it will also be an enlightening and challenging experience. 
Try it for yourself. 

Fabric Developments – update on redecoration and dr y rot  
The Kirk Session decided that it would be to our advantage to have 
some temporary work done on the dry rot so that we would be able 
to use the sanctuary for worship while plans are being laid for the 
permanent repairs and the work in the lounge. Once drawings and 
costs have been put together, there will be a congregational meeting 
to decide how to proceed. We may also need a prior congregational 
meeting to advise the Session on appropriate grant applications for 
the work to be undertaken. 

In the meantime, I hope you will enjoy the experience of being back 
in our usual place of worship for a few months, and that the colour, 
light and freshness of the redecoration will assist us in offering to 
God the glory that belongs to him. 

On 23 November a team of church painters and cleaners made the 
sanctuary ready for Advent Sunday and painted the lounge. What a 
difference a day makes! Thank you to all who helped. 

Congregational Conference – developments 
Elsewhere in The Net you will find an update from Barry Cross about 
the developments emerging from the Congregational Conference in 
September. These include the Kirk Session’s approval of the 
Patterns of Shared Commitment, a short document to help us on our 
journey together as disciples of Jesus. This is available to download 
from the homepage of our website, and laminated paper copies can 
be provided for anyone who would like one. Use it regularly to help 
you develop the disciplines of faith in your growing relationship with 
God. 

Christmas Services  
Elsewhere in The Net (What’s On) you will find details of our 
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Christmas Services. You can also find a link for them on the 
homepage of our website. Please use these services not only as 
opportunities to celebrate Christ’s birth with others, but also to invite 
friends and neighbours to come and join you. We have plenty of 
spare Christmas cards to use as invitations. 

Finally…  
Jane and the children join with me in wishing you all a Christmas of 
joy and peace, and the presence of God to journey with you in 2012. 

Blessings, 

Jared. 
��
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DECEMBER 2011 
     

Thursday   1  Home Groups 
Saturday   3 10.00 Coffee Morning  
     (Uniformed Organisations)   
Sunday   4 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 
   (including Communion and the receipt 
   of gifts for the Prison Chaplaincy)  
Thursday   8   7.30 Praise and Prayer  
Sunday  11 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 
Thursday 15  Home Groups 
Friday 16   7.00 Community Carols –  
                               invite your friends and neighbours 
Sunday 18 10.30 All-age worship with an Advent theme 
Thursday 22   7.30 Praise and Prayer  
Saturday 24   4.30 Christmas Eve Family Service –  
       come and join us round the manger 
  11.15 Christmas Eve Service -  
    with coffee and mince pies from 
    10.45 pm and carols from 11.15pm 
Sunday 25 10.30 Christmas Day Celebration 
     
JANUARY 2012 
                      

Sunday   1 10.30 New Year Service 
          (including Communion)  
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Thursday   5   7.30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday   8 10.30 Morning Service with ��
�����   
Thursday 12  Home Groups 
Saturday 14 10.00 Coffee Morning (Choir) 
Sunday 15 10.30 Morning Service with ��
�����   
Wednesday 18   7.30 Kirk Session 
Thursday 19   7.30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 22 10.30 Morning Service with ��
�����   
Thursday 26  Home Groups 
Sunday 29 10.30 Morning Service with ��
�����   

  
FEBRUARY 2012 
     

Thursday   2   7.30 Praise and Prayer 
Saturday   4 10.00 Coffee Morning (Kirk Session) 
Sunday   5 10.30 Communion Service with ��
�����  
Thursday   9  Home Groups 
Sunday 12 10.30 Morning Service with ��
����� �  
Thursday 16   7.30 Praise and Prayer 
Sunday 19 10.30 Morning Service with ��
�����   
Thursday 23  Home Groups 
Sunday 26 10.30 Morning Service with���
�����   
Wednesday 29   7.30 Kirk Session 

�����
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---oooOOOooo--- 
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Gift Day 
The Session approved that 90% of the money raised at the Gift Day 
should be allocated to the dry rot work and 10% to mission. It also 
asked the Finance Committee to include a sum for mission in the 
draft budget for 2012 and subsequent years.  
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Refurbishment 
The redecoration work to the sanctuary was complete. During the 
work an outbreak of dry rot had been found in the ceiling/roof 
structure. The Architect was preparing a report on the way forward, 
although this was proving to be protracted because of the difficulty 
getting information and prices from specialist contractors. Temporary 
works, involving strapping the damaged ceiling beams to either the 
roof trusses or the wall head, had been developed by the Architect 
and Structural Engineer. These temporary works would enable the 
church to be used while the permanent works were being designed 
and considered. The Kirk Session approved the proposed temporary 
works. 
Audio Light Systems (ALS) was storing the audio-visual equipment 
while the redecoration was in progress. The Kirk Session approved 
the reinstallation of the equipment. 
Prayer 
Elders considered the regular, fortnightly prayer sheets to be helpful 
in directing prayer effectively. 
The Kirk Session agreed that; 
·  There should be prayer slips available in the pews and 

elsewhere, to augment the space already available in 
‘Connections’, 

·  The box for the return of prayer slips should be more obvious 
and the opportunity for prayer should be advertised more widely, 

·  There should be an area, or ‘corner’, set aside for prayer. The 
Refurbishment Group was asked to create such a space in the 
sanctuary, 

·  The Church should be open for prayer at times or occasions 
which could be advertised. The Internal Ministry Group was 
asked to come forward with proposals. 

A Fund for those in Immediate Need 
Marion Mason told of a homeless man who had called at Church the 
previous Sunday. His needs were immediate and he had no money, 
or access to any. Marion had given him a limited amount for bus fare 
to Methil, where he had family. This type of incident was not 
infrequent. There had been five similar visitors at the manse in 
recent weeks.  
The Kirk Session approved, as a matter of urgency, the setting up of 
a fund from which such needs could be met. The Finance Group 
would prepare guidance on disbursement and record keeping. 
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�"�	�#������� !!�
Next Ordinary meeting of the Kirk Session. 
 
           

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Once again, there has been an amazingly generous response to the 
annual Gift Day with the total, including pledges and Gift Aid, over 
£18,000.  Ten per cent of the total has been promised to the 
Outreach Fund and the balance will see the Dry Rot Fund off to a 
good start.  Added to this is a very welcome grant from the 
Presbytery fabric fund of £3,750.   

Because of the financial burden which the work to eradicate dry rot 
will place on our church, the Church of Scotland has reduced our 
Ministries and Mission contribution by £9,000.  The Ministries and 
Mission contribution is the annual amount each church has to pay 
for ministers’ salaries and mission projects.  Our contribution for 
2011 has been reduced from £47,500 to £38,500.   

All this is good news and we praise God that, with his help, people 
have been able to give so generously to the Gift Day.  

 It is, of course, important that we don’t neglect the general fund 
from which, as well as taking care of day to day running costs, as 
the local church we have a responsibility to reach out to and show 
God’s love for our community. Offerings for the first three quarters of 
2011, at £35,769, are, unfortunately, down a bit on last year 
(£37,395).  We would ask you once again to consider prayerfully 
your response to God’s love and provision for you and yours. Does 
your regular offering to the church reflect this as fully as it could? 

���������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
���� ���
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������������
����������� ���

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:19-20)  



 8 

~ Blythswood Care Shoe Boxes ~ 

I would like to thank all those who 
filled shoe boxes. We managed to fill 
sixty  boxes again this year. I would 
also like to thank all those who went 
along to Craigmillar Park Church to 
check the boxes. 5,500 were 
checked this year – a good effort! A 
big thank you also goes to Norman 
Weibye and his team from 
Craigmillar Park Church for all their 
hard work in the last two weeks. 

������������������������������������  
---oooOOOooo--- 

    

 

Bethany Christian Trust are offering the service again this year – so 
you can buy your Christmas tree from them, and recommend Caring 
Christmas Trees  to your friends.  

Just to remind you - Caring Christmas Trees  provides support for 
the work of Bethany Christian Trust in Edinburgh and they’ll use all 
the profits from their competitively priced trees to provide a 
homeless person with a hot meal, a bed for the night, breakfast and 
advice.  
They’re using the same simple process as last year – so you can 
buy your tree online at www.caringchristmastrees.com  or by 
phone on 0845 111 8733. Order by 12 December . 

All their trees are Nordman firs, grown in sustainably managed 
forests in Scotland and, as they’re harvested later than many other 
Christmas trees, they’ll be of the highest, freshest quality when 
purchased.  
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The website and phone number are already open, so why not buy 
your tree now, tick it off your list and show you care this Christmas.  
Please feel free to pass on this information to local family, friends or 
colleagues, so that they can show they care by buying their tree 
from Caring Christmas Trees  too.  
   

Caring Christmas Trees is a social enterprise operated by Bethany Enterprises Ltd, company 
number 142143. Bethany Enterprises Ltd is part of Bethany Christian Trust, Registered Scottish 
charity number SC003783, www.bethanychristiantrust.com 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 
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It's always a pleasure when someone asks for an update on the 
Chaplaincy - so here goes! 

After holding interviews on 1st November we, as the Cameron Toll 
Chaplaincy Steering Group, are happy to announce that we have 
two new Chaplains, Fiona Beveridge, retired head teacher at 
Macmerry Primary School, a member of London Road Parish 
Church, and Alan Hamilton-Messer, a semi-retired minister who 
worships at Granton Baptist Church. Fiona and Alan are our 7th and 
8th Chaplains, following in the steps of Tammy and Clare, Nico and 
Shona, and, lastly, Rosemary and Colin. We look forward to finding 
out more about them in the near future and helping them settle into 
their new positions. 

The Steering Group and our new Chaplains are meeting up 
with Paul Wilson from the Work Place Chaplaincy Scotland (WPCS) 
on 13th December to see what WPCS can help with. We are keen to 
be able to offer our new Chaplains some training to help them in 
their new positions. 

At our AGM in November, Rev Canon Fred Tomlinson stepped 
down as our temporary Chairperson, so we are on the hunt for his 
replacement! As a Steering Group, we meet around four times a 
year, normally in Liberton Kirk's halls, with extra meetings if and 
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when required. While our meetings are focussed, they have always 
been relaxed and friendly. The Chairperson’s 'duties', as well as 
supporting and encouraging our new chaplains, is to work together 
with the Steering Group at increasing the profile of the Chaplaincy, 
both in the Cameron Toll Centre, with Management itself, and also 
among the wider church community. So, if anyone knows of 
someone who could fill Fred's shoes, please contact Louise, 
Secretary to the CTC at inspiredbycolour@talktalk.net                   

People can keep right up-to-date with CTC and check us out on our 
blog at http://camerontollchaplaincy.blogspot.com/  We also have a 
Facebook page so, again, you can keep smack bang up-to-date with 
the goings-on of the Chaplaincy. Just go onto Facebook, search for 
Cameron Toll Chaplaincy and 'like' us, please �  

We continue to ask for your prayers - 

 for our Chaplains as they find their feet in their new 
positions and as they get to know the Cameron Toll staff 

 for the Management in Cameron Toll; that they will support 
CTC and decide to meet up with us on a regular basis 

 for the Steering Group during 2012; that we will continue 
to do what's best for CTC 

 for a new Chairperson to replace Rev Canon Fred 
Tomlinson 

 for our meeting with Paul Wilson from WPCS 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to ask you for prayer for CTC as 
Prayer can change anything!!! 
 
Louise Ogilvy  
Secretary to the Cameron Toll Chaplaincy 
             

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Over thirty of us met together at Marchmont St Giles Church on 
Saturday 24 September. The principal outcomes of the conference 
were; 

��������� ���We recommitted ourselves to mission 

We reminded ourselves of God’s concern for those ‘beyond’ 
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(Jonah), His concern for the poor (James) and of His ability to 
use small resources to achieve great things (Mark). We 
unanimously agreed to the importance of mission and our part 
in it. 

��������� ���We agreed that our main priorities lie in two main areas; the 
Prestonfield community and the broad student commun ity 

Using detailed census information, we were able to understand 
more about our parish and its needs. We saw that we knew and 
felt most comfortable in the central part of the parish although 
the greatest needs lay to the north and south. 

��������� ���We committed ourselves to the development of our bu ilding 
to maximise its usefulness in mission 

A substantial majority of those present supported the Kirk 
Session decision of 20 January 2010 to upgrade the entrances, 
vestibules, lounge and kitchen area. 

One person voiced the opinion that the toilet facilities in the hall 
area were so poor that they merited early action. Another 
thought that the upgrading of the halls should be a priority to 
encourage use by non-church groups.  

��������� ���We recognised the need for constant review of our p ersonal 
giving of money 

This will be addressed using the soon-to-be-released, ‘Challenge 
to the Church - National Stewardship Programme’, which flows 
from the 2011 General Assembly decision.  

��������� ���We agreed that ‘mission’ must not wait until the bu ilding 
enhancement work is complete; it can start here and  now 

We have people, buildings (albeit with deficiencies) homes and 
locations throughout the parish from which to operate. 

����� ��� ����We thought that there is merit in some form of ‘for mula’ or 
‘rule’ by which we can commit to our walk with Jesu s, 
mission and to one another 

 You can find the ‘Patterns of Shared Commitment’ overleaf. 
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‘Reaching Out in Faith and Friendship’ 
Annual Report to the Kirk Session 

 
Here is the ‘Reaching Out… ’ Annual Report. We hope that you are 
encouraged reading it. If you have any ideas for ‘reaching out’ do let 
one of the Group members know. Their names are at the bottom of 
the report.  
 
The Past Year 
The last year has seen activity across a range of initiatives; some 
old ones revisited and some new. 
 
����  School Christmas competition  ~ Existing links with Prestonfield 
Primary School were built upon in 2010 with the running of a 
Christmas poster competition. 

����  Christmas cards  ~ The winning school competition poster was 
used on the front of the Church Christmas card. Cards were 
designed, printed and distributed widely throughout the parish. The 
card gave a Christmas message and details of services. All services 
over the Christmas season were well attended. 

����  Gifts for ‘blessing the parish’  ~ A new venture involved making 
contact with the local community by giving gifts of tins of sweets, 
with a Christmas blessing, cards to workplaces within the parish.  

����  External notice board  ~ An attractive panel was designed, 
manufactured and installed giving details of services to passers-by.  

����  Easter  ~ Easter cards were designed, printed and distributed 
widely throughout the parish. The card gave an Easter message and 
details of services. Another new venture involved making contact 
with the local community by giving small Easter eggs with Easter 
cards to passers-by outside the church. Around a hundred people 
were blessed in this way.   

����  Royal Wedding  ~ A Garden Party was arranged in the church 
garden to celebrate the wedding of Prince William and Catherine 
Middleton on 29 April. Although the weather was cold and dull, the 
venture demonstrated how opportunities can be seized at relatively 
low cost and effort.  
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����  Christian Aid Week  ~ Visiting cards were produced to raise the 
awareness of the scope of Christian Aid and the role of the 
congregation. 

����  Harvest ~ This year the use of gifts to bless others outside the 
congregation was extended again. Money and produce was taken 
and donated to the Rock Trust and bunches of flowers were given to 
nursing homes, sheltered and supported accommodation, the 
school, etc.    

����  Services in the community  ~ The enforced use of the upstairs 
hall for Sunday worship, with consequent difficulties of access for 
some people, has encouraged more frequent services at Belleville 
Lodge and Balfour House. 

����  ‘New session’ mail drop  ~ After a ‘false start’ because of the 
discovery of dry rot, a special edition of The Net was designed, 
printed and delivered to homes throughout the parish. As well as a 
‘message’, the leaflet gave details of the timing of Sunday services 
and arrangements for Remembrance Sunday at the war memorial. 

����  Banners and posters  ~ Banners (Christmas and Easter) and 
posters (Harvest) have been used to draw attention to ‘special’ 
seasons and services and to raise the profile of the building and 
congregation. 

����  Mission agencies  ~ To raise awareness of the congregation to 
needs beyond the confines of the parish, speakers from mission 
agencies were invited to take part in Sunday worship on four 
occasions:  Mary’s Meals, Street Pastors, the Scottish Bible Society 
and The Gideons International. 
 
The Year Ahead  
In the coming year it is intended to engage again in many of the 
initiatives of the past year. 
 

School Christmas competition 
Christmas cards and gifts for ‘blessing the parish’ 

Easter cards and gifts 
Christian Aid Week 

‘New session’ mail drop 
Banners and posters 

Mission agencies 
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Particular attention will be given to the opportunities presented by 
the completion of work within the sanctuary to use the buildings to 
welcome the local community to see inside. Depending upon timing 
this may be a ‘stand-alone’ event or events, or linked with the ‘Doors 
Open Day’ weekend across the City. 
 
The coming year will hopefully see the concepts and imperatives of 
mission become embedded more fully in individuals and groups 
across the congregation as a whole. The Group will focus more 
effort on encouraging and challenging actions to support this shift in 
emphasis.  
 
After the Congregational Conference 
The conference was an important step in achieving clarity of 
purpose going forward. Over the coming month or two the emerging 
directions and priorities set out at the conference; 

·  Making our building more suited to mission 
·  Working with students 
·  Working in the Prestonfield community 

will become clearer. These priorities will be reflected in the work of 
the Group in the coming year, both in terms of its own programme 
and in the contributions to be made by others.  
 
Jared Hay            Diane Cross            Barry Cross            Joan Macgregor 
Jim Kirk Laura Gilman         Fiona Ferguson John Bremner 
                      

      October 2011 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Grace 
           

“…WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED… 
ONE GRACE AFTER ANOTHER…”            

John 1:16 AMP 
             

God’s grace comes to us free and clear, with no strings attached. 
In fact, He’s more tolerant and less judgmental than many of us are. 



 17 

We weren’t worthy and didn’t deserve it but because we belong to 
Christ, ‘Out of His…(abundance) we have all received…one grace 
after another…spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing…favour 
upon favour and gift [heaped] upon gift.’  

Richard J Neuhaus said, ‘The moralising and legalising of the 
Gospel of God’s grace is a dull heresy peddled to disappointed 
people who are angry because they have not received what they 
had no good reason to expect.’ 

When you truly grasp the concept of grace: 

1. You will gain a fresh appreciation for God’s gifts to you  – 
things like salvation and forgiveness, the gift of life, health, 
laughter, music, beauty and friendship. 

2. You will be less critical and less concerned with w hat 
other people do.  Ever heard the saying, ‘I’m okay with me. I 
don’t need to make you wrong’? When you operate in the 
freedom that comes with grace, you’re okay letting other 
people chart their own course and make decisions you may 
not make. 

3. You will become more tolerant and less judgmental . 
Instead of focusing on appearance based on religious 
performance, you will look for authenticity and a genuine love 
for God. 

4. You will grow spiritually . David said, ‘He brought me out 
into a spacious place…’ Psalm 18:19 NIV.  

Grace expands your horizons 
so you can never go back to where you once wer e 

           

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

        

~  MISSION PARTNERS  ~ 
    

On 25 September, we were 
delighted to welcome our 
Mission Partner, Rev George 
Shand , to share in our service. 
Our congregation’s links with 
George and his wife, Margaret, 
go back to early 2009, when they 
moved from Scotland to 
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Jerusalem, so that George could take up his new post as minister of 
St Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church, Jerusalem, with St Andrew’s 
Church, Tiberias. We recently received a ‘thank you’ card . . .  
 

Dear Friends. 

We arrived back in Jerusalem this week after our deputation, 
and are now beginning to pick up on work and relationships 
here. 

We very much welcomed the opportunity to visit churches in 
our linked Presbyteries of Moray and Edinburgh. We enjoyed 
meeting first hand with our correspondents and organisers, 
and we appreciated the warmth and hospitality we received 
from people everywhere we visited. 

We feel greatly blessed by the level of support we have had, 
and have returned to Jerusalem refreshed and with a strong 
sense of the church we represent here. 

We look forward to our next opportunity to share news with 
you, and to receive your letters. 

Our very best wishes. 

����$���%
�&��$���� �

“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 
upon you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace.”  (Numbers 6:24) 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 
        

  THE GUILD 
     ������������

�������������������������������������������
��������������� ���
    

Many things have changed in the Guild over the years - for instance, 
we now have male members! Yes, the Guild may have a new look, 
but our purpose remains the same - together in the dedication of our 
lives - together in fellowship and service - together for God. As it is 
written in 1st Corinthians chapter 3 verses 8 and 9 - “God will reward 



 19 

each one according to the work each has done, for we are partners 
working together for God”. In many parts of the Old Testament it 
seems that, when God’s people came together it was for worship 
(see Leviticus chapter 23 and pick out some of the times it mentions 
coming together). God builds worship into the pattern of life for his 
people and, by saying ‘come together’, he is establishing worship 
and fellowship as basic to his best plan for us. In the Guild, we hold 
this to be vital. When we say ‘together for God’, there is a warm and 
encouraging ring about the words which stand right at the heart of 
the ethos of the Guild. They are indeed a springboard to enable us 
to consider how acting on these words will really help us to be 
workers together for God, but perhaps we might also be concerned 
with the how and why of being together for God. 
 
The Christian Church Family is a precious gift enabling us to come 
together in WORSHIP, PRAYER AND SERVICE. If it’s true that all 
God’s people are being prepared for the work of Christian service, 
how has God gifted each one in the group to serve? We should 
encourage and challenge everyone to recognise the importance of 
the service they have to offer, and we should not allow anyone to 
think, ‘Oh, I can’t do anything’. We have God-given gifts to use in our 
everyday living, such as a caring heart, a loving smile, a listening 
ear, or time to pray or, indeed, a skill in baking or the ability of 
intellect - and lots of other gifts can be part of the way that God will 
use to make us workers together for him as we offer ourselves to 
him. (See Romans chapter 12 verses 1 and 2). 
 
Why - Together for God? 
You may well at times have felt opposition to your faith or scorn from 
other people. There are indeed strong forces which are together 
against God and so we need the strength of each other to stand 
against them for God. (See Ephesians chapter 6 verse 12 - and 
John Chapter 15 verses 18 and 19). 
 
Jesus says that, by our unity the world around will know and believe 
in Him (John chapter 17 verses 20-23). That seems a very important 
reason for being together - not just gathered in one place but 
together in deep-rooted unity of understanding and purpose. If our 
being together for God is just being in the same room as each other, 
without that real togetherness of shared concern, it is a mere 
shadow of what the Lord intends for us to enjoy with each other and 
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for him. 
 
Does all this mean we should spend our time in the Guild planning 
and doing things for God together? --- Maybe. Or do we come 
together and are encouraged, informed and built up in our faith so 
that we can go our separate ways in the world with the confidence of 
knowing the support of our fellow members as we walk our own path 
of faith and service? Remember, Jesus himself has promised to be 
with us by his Spirit. 
 
Some weeks ago our Choir sang the lovely Anthem, “I give you a 
new commandment, love one another” - quoting the words from 
John chapter 13 verses 34 and 35 - ‘As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. If you have love for one another, then 
everyone will know that you are my disciples’. Spend a moment 
thinking up a vision of what you would like your Church to be like in 
a year’s time. How could you help, even in a small way, for this 
vision to be achieved? By loving one another and working together 
for God, we too can become his disciples. 
 
Meanwhile, Guild members are continuing ‘to walk humbly with God’ 
- our Theme for this Session - and we have already had some 
enjoyable meetings with interesting speakers. Our Christmas 
Evening on 13th December will certainly have fun and laughter with a 
visit to the Pantomime (Cinderella)!! 
        

Mary McKendrick 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Live, as God intended 
           

“HIS DIVINE POWER HAS GIVEN US  
EVERYTHING WE NEED…” 

2 Peter 1:3                                  

 
The Bible says,  

'His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness... For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
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your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and 
to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess 
these qualities...they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive...'                      (2 Peter 1:3-8 NIV).  

 

Here are ten scriptural principles  to help you live, as God 
intended: 

1. Guard your tongue . Always say less than you think and 
others will respect you.  

2.  Make promises sparingly , keep them faithfully, and people 
will trust you.  

3.  Never let an opportunity pass to say a kind word , and 
some day you will look back with joy and not regret.  

4.  Be genuinely interested in others ; show it by listening 
attentively and expressing your appreciation.  

5.  Be cheerful . Don't dwell on your aches and pains; everybody 
has trouble. There are people in the nearest hospital who 
would gladly swap places with you.  

6.  Keep an open mind and try to get all the facts . Discuss, but 
don't argue. Learn to disagree without being disagreeable. 
Give other people the benefit of the doubt.  

7.  Discourage gossip , it's destructive.  

8.  Be sensitive to the feelings of others . If you do, people will 
consider you to be wise.  

9.  Pay no attention to ill-natured remarks about you . Live so 
that nobody will believe them.  

10. Don't worry about getting the credit , just keep giving your 
best and be patient. God records and God rewards!  

    
---oooOOOooo--- 

                  
These daily devotional excerpts are taken from Word for the Day 

and are used by permission from 
United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255,  

Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 
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FLOWERS                                                       DISTRIBUTION 
           

DECEMBER 
                            

  4th  Miss M Robertson  Mrs I Murray 
11th Mrs R and Miss S Badenoch Miss M Mason 
18th CHURCH FLOWER FUND Miss M Mason 
24th CHRISTMAS EVE        --------- 
25th  CHRISTMAS DAY       --------- 
              

JANUARY 2012 
         

  1st Mrs P Smith Mrs F Ferguson 
  8th Mrs S Kirk Mrs F Ferguson 
15th  Mrs June Henderson Mrs R Watson 
22nd Mrs M Bremner Mrs R Watson 
29th Mrs J Macgregor Mrs June Henderson 
            

FEBRUARY 
           

  5th  Mrs M Brownhill   Mrs June Henderson 
12th Mrs B Law Mrs C Mackenzie 
19th  Miss E Forbes Mrs C Mackenzie 
22nd  ASH WEDNESDAY Miss N Watson 
26th  Mrs J Dorward Miss N Watson 

          

MARCH 
       

  4th  CHURCH FLOWER FUND Mrs A Stiff 
                     

---oooOOOooo--- 
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DEATHS 
                          

       

 October ~   Mr Bert Law   3 South Morton Street 
                         

   November ~   Mrs Margaret Gourdie 60 Dinmont Drive 
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